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of Gaul, from the civil and religious yoke of the
Koran: that protected the majesty of Rome, and
delayed the servitude of Constantinople ; that invigo-
rated the defence of the Christians, and scattered
among their enemies the seeds of division and
decay."34 The historian Arnold considers this battle
" among those signal deliverances which have affected
for centuries the happiness of mankind/'35 Sir Edward
Creasy says that " the great victory won by Charles
Martel over the Saracens in 732 A.D. gave a decisive
check to the career of the Arab conquest in Western
Europe, rescued Christendom from Islam, preserved
the relics of ancient and the germs of modern civiliza-
tion, and re-established the old superiority of the
Indo-European over the Semitic family of mankind/*36
Von Schlegel, speaking of Islam and the Arab empire,
says : u No sooner the Arabs had completed the con-
quest of Spain than they aspired to conquer Gaul and
Burgundy. But the mighty victory gained by the
Frankish hero, Karl Martel, between Tours and
Poitiers, put an end to their advance, their leader
Abdul Rahman fell in the field of battle with the
flower of his army. Thus Karl Martel saved with his
sword Christian nations of the West from the deadly
grip of all-destroying Islam."37 Ranke says that " the
commencement of the eighth century was one of the
most important epochs in the history of the world ;
when on the one side Mohammedanism threatened to
overspread Italy and Gaul, and on the other the
ancient idolatry once more forced its way across the
Rhine* In the history of Christian institutions, a
youthful prince of Germanic race, Karl Martel, arose
as their champion, maintained them with all the energy
which the necessity of self-defence called for, and
finally extended them into new regions*"38
Zeller says: " This victory was particularly the
victory of the Franks and Christendom ; this victory
helped the leader of the Franks to establish his dorni-